
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 595 

The History of the First Baptist Church of Boston (1665- 
1899). By Nathan E. Wood, its Minister. Philadelphia: 
American Baptist Publication Society, 1899. Pp. x + 378. 
$2. 

The First Baptist Church of Boston has a history in every way 
entitled to the thorough and discriminating treatment here accorded. 
It is the only Baptist church in America whose records for its entire 
history have been preserved. Dr. Wood was pastor of the church until 
1900, when he resigned to become president of the Newton Theo- 
logical Institution. The book was written during his pastorate, and is 
remarkable for its sympathetic interpretation of the history of the 
church, its comprehensive treatment, its accuracy and fairness, and, not 
least of all, its beauty and grace of style. 

The persecutions endured by the founders and early adherents of 
the church are suggested briefly, for the sad record is too voluminous 
to be given at length. These dissenters from the standing order were 
not disturbers or profane agitators, railing at the colonial institutions 
and subverting public order ; they were quiet, peaceable, and humble, 
and answered the abuse of their persecutors with gentle protest and 
manly defense. The Brief Narrative of Pastor John Russell (1680), 
published in reply to the calumny of Increase Mather and the Reform- 
ing Synod of 1679, compels our respect and regard for a man who 
could apply himself in so gentle and Christlike a spirit to the refu- 
tation of so many baseless charges. In answering Mather's book, 
Russell says : " We blame not the Author for what he believes to be a 
truth in the point of Baptism, but for casting so much Dirt and filth 
on those of the Lord's People who are not of his mind in that particu- 
lar." " But we shall not dabble ourselves with such dirty work, wick- 
edly to injure those who are Holy and Innocent, though we may 
judge them to be in an error, as they may judge also of us ; it is better 
to pray one for another, that we all may be led into all Truth by the 
Spirit of Truth." Legal persecutions ended for the Baptists about 
this time (1680), although they endured much hard treatment and 
opposition for some time after. 

This church has held a prominent and influential position in the 
development of denominational institutions. The first Baptist mis- 
sionary society in the New World was organized in its house (1802) ; its 
pastor, Dr. Stillman, edited the first American Baptist missionary 
periodical, and organized the Northern Baptist Education Society 
(1791); the Baptist State Convention was formed here (1824) under 
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the leadership of another pastor, Francis Wayland ; the Newton Theo- 
logical Institution had its birth here (1825). 

Not only within denominational circles, but in a larger sphere, this 
church has exerted a powerful influence. In 1803, when every Con- 
gregational church in Boston had become Unitarian except the Old 
South, a revival among the Baptists spread to this sole remnant of 
Puritan orthodoxy, and thus, as its own historian asserts, it was saved 
to begin the restoration of Congregational trinitarianism in Boston. 

The church has preserved a remarkable uniformity of doctrine 
throughout its history. The Confession of Faith originally adopted in 
1665 has been retained unaltered unto this day. In the Unitarian con- 
troversy that shook all New England the church did not lose a single 
member, nor was it disturbed by the agitation. 

Dr. Wood has not only written an interesting story of a local 

church, but he has made a permanent and valuable contribution to 

the history of American Christianity. 

Geo. E. Burlingame. 
The University of Chicago. 

The Dutch and Quaker Colonies in America. By John Fiske. 
Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1899. 
2 vols. Pp. xvi -f- 294 ; xvi + 400. $4. 

Mr. Fiske's two volumes form a part of his historical series upon 
American history, in which they follow The Beginnings of New 
England. In writing the history of the settlements made by the 
Dutch in New Netherland and by the Quakers in Pennsylvania, he has 
produced a work of peculiar excellence in several respects. It is com- 
prehensive without being diffuse. It is sympathetic and appreciative 
in tone. It takes account of all the various elements which make up 
history in its largest meaning — political, religious, social, domestic, 
educational, and literary. It is fascinating in style, and withal schol- 
arly in choice and treatment of subject-matter. Not all writers — not 
even all teachers of history — can combine the results of thorough 
research with explicitness and rhetorical grace. Nor can all historians 
decline a retainer, so to speak, for this cause or that, and maintain a 
strictly judicial attitude regarding debated issues. These desirable 
qualities Mr. Fiske possesses in a marked degree, and they are appar- 
ent throughout the work under review. 

The subject of the Dutch colonies in North America claims the 
major portion of the two volumes. It is prefaced by a brief chapter 
on "The Mediaeval Netherlands," and another on "Dutch Influence 



